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MINUTES OF THE CLOQUET EDA MEETING  
EDA Members Present: Sue Ryan, Dave Manderfeld, Lyz Jaakola, Lara Wilkinson, John 
Riihilouma    
    
EDA/Ex-Officio/Staff Members Absent: Steve Micke, Mark Lanigan (EDA Commissioners), 
Mary Finnegan (Carlton County) 
 
Ex-Officio Staff/Staff Members/Others Present: Katie Bloom, Holly Hansen, Tim Peterson 
(City); Kelly Zink (Chamber) 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
Vice President Manderfeld called the meeting to order at 8:01 a.m.  The meeting was conducted 
via teleconference. 
 

2. ANNOUNCEMENTS, ADJUSTMENTS, CORRESPONDENCE AND OTHER 
Ms. Hansen sent well wishes on behalf of the EDA to President Micke recovering from a 
medical procedure. 

a. PUBLIC COMMENTS / EDA COMMISSIONER COMMENTS 
None. 

 
3. APPROVAL OF MONTHLY EDA MEETING MINUTES 

President Micke asked for any corrections or additions to the January 5, 2022, EDA Meeting 
Minutes? Hearing none he asked for a motion. 
Motion: Commissioner Riihilouma moved, and Commissioner Jaakola seconded, that 

the EDA approve the EDA Meeting Minutes from January 5, 2022. (Motion 
passed 4-0). 

 
4. APPROVAL OF MONTHLY EDA FINANCIALS: DECEMBER 2021 

CASH BALANCES 
Ms. Hansen reviewed the Decenber 2021 cash balances and loans for the EDA.  For the cash 
balances, she noted an increase in Fund 201 and an increase of $34,000 from Boss Builders 
into Project Fund 201.  There were decreases in Fund 202 due to Adams Street legal fees.  
Fund 203 increased due to loan repayments as did Fund 206 from residential Small Cities 
loans.  
LOAN BALANCES 
Ms. Hansen noted that all loans are current. 
Motion:  Commissioner Riihilouma moved, and Commissioner Jaakola seconded, that 

the EDA December 2021 financials be approved.  (Motion passed 4-0).  
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5. ACTION ITEMS / PRESENTATION 
a. Cloquet Business Park – Zoning Discussion  

This month staff has had an inquiry about constructing a commercial childcare center in the 
business park with an exterior play area.  The question to the Cloquet EDA is, should 
commercial daycare centers be allowed in the Cloquet Business Park, is the use a reasonable 
compatible land use to the current vision of the Office Manufacturing zoning?  Originally in 
2006, commercial childcare centers were a permitted use in the front loop of the Cloquet 
Business Park under the “RC Regional Commercial zoning”, however now that zoning has been 
modified to Office Manufacturing as the vision for the business park, they are currently not 
allowed.  Staff believes the way childcare is listed as an exception could have been overlooked 
originally in error.  She provided business park zoning examples from Brooklyn Park, Grand 
Rapids etc. for reference. 
 
EDA members provided input: Commissioner Manderfeld stated it is a good use to allow in the 
business park and reflects a need in the community, Commissioner Riihilouma stated the land 
use would be compatible in the business park, Commissioner Jaakola had no concerns allowing 
this land use, and Commissioner Ryan thought it was a good idea and expressed an interest in 
learning more from this business on partnerships for daycare slots for businesses.    
 
Motion: Commissioner Ryan moved, and Commissioner Riihilouma seconded, that 

the EDA recommend to Planning Commission / City Council modification to 
the Office Manufacturing Zoning District to allow commercial childcare 
facilities (Motion passed 4-0). 

 
Commissioner Wilkinson joined the meeting. 

 
b. Draft 2022 Cloquet EDA Goals 

Ms. Hansen reviewed the goals with the EDA and referred to the 2021 Annual Community 
Development report. 
 
Direction: Cloquet EDA members affirmed the goals to be finalized for 2022. 

 
6. AGENCY UPDATES / DISCUSSION ITEMS 

Ms. Zink provided an update on Chamber events and programming.  Ms. Hansen provided an 
update on County and City items. 

 
7. ADJOURN 

Vice President Manderfeld asked for a motion to adjourn. 
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Motion: Commissioner Wilkinson moved, and Commissioner Riihilouma seconded, to 
adjourn the meeting (Motion passed 5-0). 

 
Next meeting date   
March 2, 2022 at City Hall. 
 
ADJOURNED 8:26 a.m. 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
___________________________________________ 
Holly Hansen, Community Development Director 


