Miigwech! Thank you!

Miigwech / thank you to project funding from the Blandin Foundation, staff at the Fond du Lac Language &
Culture Program for their invaluable interpretive assistance, staff at the Fond du Lac Cultural Center & Vet-
eran’s Museum, staff at the Fond du Lac Cultural Resource Management and collaborative communica-
tions review for this project in partnership with staff from the Fond du Lac Band. Miigwech / thank you for
contributed artistry by Giizh aka Sarah Agaton Howes. Thank you to staff from the Carlton County Historical
Society, community member historians and cultural enthusiasts who were members of this project’s Adviso-
ry Panel. Thank you to the Cloquet City Council and city leadership for initiating this project and seeking
funding.

This project was facilitated by consultants from the 106 Group and Full Circle Indigenous Planning + De-
sign, LLC, thank you for offering the forum to creatively work together and have real and meaningful conver-
sations. We appreciate the dedication and person power of the City of Cloquet Streets Department for in-
stallation of the interpretive signage and concrete pads as well as City Engineering for map creation assis-
tance.

The Daily Grind sign was paid for by the Cloquet Economic Development Authority and placed next to a
5,000 pound millstone that was donated to the City in 2022 by resident Bill Stolberg who pulled the mill-
stone from the St. Louis River during the 1970’s and had placed it in his yard for decades. The sign honors
the history of Northwest Paper Company which used millstones in the late 1800’s and early 1900’s to
grind logs into wood pulp.
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This project was a collaborative effort be-
tween the Fond du Lac Band, the City of Clo-
quet, and community historians to create vi-
brant cultural signs to reflect the deep-rooted
history and traditions of this land. These bilin-
gual interpretive signs showcase a rich tapes-
try of cultural heritage and historical signifi-
cance. This project is a testament to the pow-
er of collaboration and celebrates the endur-
ing bond between the City of Cloquet and
Fond du Lac Band in honoring our shared
past and embracing a future of mutual re-
spect and understanding.

1. Daily Grind

This 5,000-pound millstone is one of a pair that ground spruce logs

into wood pulp. Bill Stolberg, a Cloquet resident, hoisted this stone out
of the St. Louis River in the 1970s. It was donated to the city in 2022.

In the early 19005, the river powered Northwest Paper Company’s
Cloguet Mill. At this pulp and paper mill, workers removed bark and
cut logs to size before pushing them into a pulp grinder. Mill workers
transformed wood pulp into newspaper until 1924. Today the mill is a
diversified woodfibre company producing dissolving pulp, a sustainable
material used in the apparel and pharmaceutical industries.

. o o200

Cloguee il Tocay,Sappi I the mst madern pp
il operating i the Unted States.

The damis aboux one mile

arestanding.

Syt 30 thelamber syt it s
offorests. Restoration efforts have helped
g R o rave e

Chigami-Zibing  Great Lake River/S.Louis River.
Nilbowawagad menwaabadak - Abundance

Aves s
Gan-ondaadakin- lements

3. The First Highways

i-Gakaabikaang - Knife Falls

Mookomaani
Endazhi-asigridinaad - Gathering places
Mookomasn-Onigamiing -Knife Portage
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Chigami-Ziibiing connects this place to the wider world.
Here, animals and people have gathered together since
time began. Before roads, rivers were the *highways."

Babaamishkaang zilbiing was efficient, but it wasn't always S

easy. At places too nanilzaaniziwin to babaamishkaawin,
like the nearby Mookomaani-Gakaabikaang, people carried

goods and boats over land on portages. These overland

paths became well-known endazhi-asigi‘idiwaad,

as Mookomaan-Onigamiing did. Y e

We Thrive Together

For Ojibwe people, caring for the ziibi and the aki is the same
aring for inawemaaganag. As relatives, Nagaajiwanaang
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6. Water is Life

Nibi Ondaadizim
Water is Life

Chigami-Ziibiing gives life and creates abundance. Ojibwe people
as they have for tens of thousands of y ppreciate this river
and all it supports. Here gitigaanan, awesiinyag and people find
wiisiniwin miinawaa gekinawaadabid and maamawoonowin.

In the 1880s, the moving water over Mookomaani-Gakaabikaang
attracted industry and Cloquet grew up as a river city. Mills
brought European American immigrants and workers who
settled together into wiijikamigong.

1. Sovereign Nations
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Sovereign Nations

Although inan are , they
were not always enforced that way. The United States government
used treaties to forcibly confine Ojibwe Nations to ishkoniganan
that had been their home for generations and separate them
from their river, plant, and animal relatives.

7

e
[
Mt

All are impacted by treaties today. They affect everything we 2 s iy o
understand about the United States. Since the 1800s, treaties " Nations to United States
have shaped the borders of the United States and people’s
relationships with the land, the river, and each other.
Treaties have changed the course of millions of lives,
including your own.
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